Hi all,

Today Friday the governing bodies in Sicily  will vote the granting of the construction of 4 incinerators for the italian Island. The sicilian Zero Waste network have asked for a public meeting in order to discuss the regional waste plan and try to stop the grants but so far they didn’t get any reply from the authorities. This is the reason why since yesterday they are occupying the main square in Palermo –capital of Sicily- and threaten to start a hunger strike until the regional president Raffaele Lombardo accepts to talk to them. 
It is important that we put pressure on the Sicilian authorities to revise their plan consisting in building incineration capacity to burn more than the waste produced in the island. No prevention, no source separation, no recycling, no composting: the authorities plan to burn everything. This is not only illegal according to EU law –which asks for prevention and waste plans as well as separate collection and points at recycling targets for paper, metal, plastic and glass- but it also endangers health and environment of the region of Sicily and promotes even more corruption –the incinerator contracts will be given to friends of the president-.

Berlusconi’s government is planning to build incinerators all over Italy and even in Malta there is now plan to build an incinerator. We have to stop the incineration fever.

WHAT TO DO?

Send the following email to the president of Sicily with copy to the Zero Waste Catania network:
(it is very likely that they don’t understand English, hence at least make sure to include the short text in Italian that can be found below)


To: maria.bonanno@regione.sicilia.it (this is the secretary of the presidente)
CC: rifiuti.zero.catania@gmail.com
Stimato Presidente del Governo Siciliano, Sig. Raffaele Lombardo, 

Con la presente la incoraggio ad avere un incontro pubblico con le organizzazioni e comitati civici  per  discutere a riguardo del Piano Regionale dei Rifiuti e delle azioni che si vogliono intraprendere per la sua attuazione.  Siamo molto preoccupati della sua intenzione di iniziare la gara d’appalto per la costruzione di degli impianti di incenerimento. Gli inceneritori trasformano i rifiuti in fumi tossici e ceneri, e distruggono importanti risorse. La invitiamo ad adottare un piano dei rifiuti fondato sul riciclaggio e compostaggio, che permette ottenere risultati migliori e crea molti nuovi posti di lavoro. 
Saluti cordiali 
You can find other contacts: http://www.regione.sicilia.it/presidente.asp

It reads:

Dear Presidente del Gobierno Siciliano Sr. Raffaele Lombardo, 
I ask you to accept to have a public meeting with the environmental and neighbour organisations to discuss the Regional Waste Plan and the actions to be taken in this respect. We are deeply worried about your intention to Guild 4 incineration plants. Incineration transforms waste into polluting emissions and toxic ashes whilst destroying recources. We invite you to consider a plan based on prevention, recycling and composting which will allow to have better results for Sicily and will create more employment.

Your sincerely,  

