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The ambiguity of the European and 
national legislations
They want:
• Increase recycling and 

reuse,
• Reduce waste generation, 

decouple waste growth 
from economic growth...

• Increase the efficiency,
• Reduce emissions,
• Be more sustainable…

But… do they really want?



Where there is will 
there is a way:

• Tobacco,
• Mercury…

If waste is a problem why don’t 
we say that the solution is to 
phase it out? To build a 
society without waste? A Zero 
Waste society?



What is Zero Waste?

- It is an aim and a direction,

- It is a strategy and a 
philosophy,

- It is a communication tool 
and it is a message, 

- Is a change of paradigm,

- It is a network of people, 
organisations, 
municipalities...



UK - London Mayor sets 
out vision - zero waste to 

landfill by 2025

• London to achieve 50 per cent 
municipal waste recycling or 
composting performance 
(including anaerobic digestion) 
by 2020 and 60 per cent by 2031 

• The London Waste and 
Recycling Board has announced 
that it will give £12 million of 
guarantee funding to a 
gasification plant proposed for a 
site in Dagenham, east London.

MRW reports that the plant, run by 
London-based technology firm 
Biossence, will process 100,000 
tonnes of the capital's waste and turn 
it into electricity. The plant will be 
situated on the site of local Ford 
factory in Dagenham. It is expected to 
create 20 jobs when completed and 
power more than 15,000 homes. 



"First they laugh at you, 

then they ignore you, 

then 

they get mad at you, 

then they join you.“

Ghandi



Need to recover the words 
and the concept



Is Zero Waste possible in Europe?

• Landfill directive (1999/31/EC) biodegradable fraction going to 
landfills should be reduced: 35 % of the total of 1995 for 2016.
(2006 – 75%, 2011 – 50%). 

• New Waste Framework Directive:
- Waste hierarchy: prevention, reuse, recycling, recovery and disposal.

- Recycling targets of 50% for glass, plastic, paper and metals and 75% for C&D.

- Obligation to organise separate collection,

- Consolidation of the Extended Producer Responsibility,

- Obligation to prepare waste prevention plans…

• Packaging Directive, WEEE…

• Problem: legislation doesn’t say what to do with the biodegradable 
fraction...

• The only possible break with Zero Waste coming from Europe and 
from the MS is if we build incinerators.



Waste management in Flanders 
Belgium
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Getting 
organised

1- Development of ZW 
network in Europe and 
link it with the world,

2- Communication of 
what is ZW and 
promotion of best 
practices,

3- Zero Waste centers 
and ZW certification.



Usurbil
Porta-a-porta in the Basque Country

• From 28% to 82% 
separate collection in 7 
months,

• 36% waste reduction, 
• The regional authorities 

trying to destroy the door-
to-door and push for an 
incinerator,

• If Usurbil survives the 
separate collection will 
enter the Basque Country.



Developing and linking ZW experiences in Europe



Communication of what is ZW, 
promotion of best practices…

www.zerowasteeurope.eu



CERTIFICATIONCERTIFICATIONCERTIFICATIONCERTIFICATION
Work with organizations throughout the world to develop Zero Waste 

certification programs for communities and businesses.  
The key to these certification programs will be granting certificates that 

acknowledge a proper ZW system and denounce the fake ones.
It will also train consultants, communities and businesses on the ZWIA 

Zero Waste definition, Zero Waste Business Principles and Global
Principles for Zero Waste Communities and examples of how those 
are implemented locally. 



This is starting… join in!!

• Today meetings in Capannori and London,
• Next week Barcelona and Norwich,
• Research centers opening in Capannori

and Trapani,
• Zero Waste Europe meeting very soon


