Constitution of the Catalan Zero Waste Strategy (Residu
Zero) in Barcelona
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Following the example dtaly and theUK, last Friday 4th of March
took place in Barcelona, Catalonia, Spain, the esfot launch of the Zero Waste catalan strategy!

More than a hundred people representing local asghans, companies, universities and research
centers gathered for a whole day to discuss thks goa aims and set up the forum for a Zero
Waste strategy in Catalonia. Note that in Spainthste management is a delegated competence
and Catalonia —like any other spanish autonomagismecan decide on waste management-.

This initiative was possible thanks to the colakbioraof all catalan universities, the associatién o
municipalities for door-to-door collection, munieigies already developing the model‘Besidu
Minim” (minimum waste)and the local and international organisations sastBAIA, CAPS,
Ecologistes de Catalunya, Cegrad other members of the steering committee.

In the conference we had the chance to learn dheuiest zero waste practices in the world (such
asSan Francisco in the U& Kovalam in Indig as well as european best practices such asrghe fi
European Zero Waste tow@apannoriRossano Ercolini from thieete Italiana di Rifiuti Zerand
head of the Zero Waste Research Center in Capamwasrpresent to explain the success of the
italian experience.

The “Estrategia Catalana pel Residu Zero” (the l@atZero Waste Strategy) will organise

sinergies between academics, practitioners, paotiakers and civil society to channel the change of
paradigm from a recycling society towards a zerste/gociety. In this sense, the catalan ZW
strategy wants to advance in the direction of aenedficient management of resources, more
environmental justice and de-carbonisation of ¢@emy.



The Catalan Zero Waste strategy is born in a comteixsustainability in the management of
municipal, construction and demolition and indadtwaste.

Catalonia despite very good scattered practices of highrsdg collection in some towns, still
sends 70% of its waste to disposal which represenksar inneficient use of materials, a lot of
avoidable GHG emissions and a threat for the hedlthe citizens.

The solution is not to build new incinerators orbmunicipal waste in cement kilns but rather to
work on the replication of the best practices @asate collection (in some cases above 80%) in
order to increase prevention and recycling.

A change of paradigm is necessary and this is xabtat the citizen driven Catalan Zero Waste
strategy pursues.

In the meeting it was discussed that Zero Wastentmea

- Advancing towards a circular economy in which t&asan become the raw material of the future,
- Avoid the generation of any waste that can badeawmb

- Ban the disposal of any waste that can be reuseycled or composted

- The redesign and substitution of those wastesiwbtan’t be reused, recycled or composted.

The Catalan Zero Waste strategy proposes to:

1. Invert the tendency and instead of disposingd8 and recycling 30% move towards recycling
70% and disposing of 30% for 2020. Zero Waste {leas 10kg of residual waste per capita- for
2030.

2. Set up a network of organisations, instituticx@npanies and universities to plan and implement
this change of paradigm.

3. Promote the best local and international prast@f source separation, separate collection, waste
prevention, etc so that they can be replicatedwlses in Catalonia.

4. Promote innovation in the production and legigtaprocess in view of creating the right climate
for a zero waste strategy.



5. Create a Zero Waste Research Center in whicletiiduals can be examined to detect failures in
the design which justify a substitution for a newBsigned recyclable product.

The most important thing of the event, besideshigk attendance and motivation from all sectors

of society, was the commitment of the participantd the concreteness on the next steps to take to
make it possible to advance towards a Zero Wasieeu

More in :www.zerowasteeurope.eu




