
Hi all,  

Last Monday 14th of March more than 30 people comin g from 13 European 
countries –Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Estonia, Fra nce, Germany, Greece, Italy, UK, 
Czech Republic, Rumania, Spain and Hungary- got tog ether in the first meeting to 
define the Zero Waste strategy for Europe.  

During the day there were debates about what does Z ero Waste actually mean in 
Europe and the need for the NGO communitty to set t he agenda for waste and 
resource management for the future. That is proposi ng to go beyond a recycling 
society towards a Zero Waste society. It was emphas ized that Zero Waste is a 
journey, not a destination.  

The main difference between a recycling society and  a zero waste society is the 
emphasis put on reducing the residual fraction. Zer o Waste means maximising 
recycling but it also means minimising the residual  fraction, aiming at phasing out 
landfilling, incineration and any other disposal op tion.  

Zero Waste is an alternative to traditional waste m anagement because it aims not to 
manage waste but to phase it out so that the refuse  of a process is the raw material 
for a new process. For this reason Zero Waste can a lso aim at social and economic 
regeneration, at bringing the carbon back to the so ils, at guaranteing to the 
consumers the power to choose and at bringing envir onmental justice to the way 
we manage our common resources.  

In the afternoon there were presentation of Zero Wa ste experiences from the Italian, 
UK and Catalan zero waste networks. In Italy there are already 25 municipalities 
commiting to zero waste and the Zero Waste Research  center in Capannori is 
already in operation with succesful experiences in suggesting redesign operations.  

After the debate it was decided to create a network  of civil society organisations 
and national zero waste networks pushing for zero w aste at local, national and 
european levels. To this purpose a mailing list wil l be created and email exchange 
the principles of Zero Waste in Europe will be agre ed and promoted. Online working 
groups on concrete topics will be created to advanc e in financial, communication 
and strategic planning. All the organisations prese nt in the meeting agreed to join 
the Zero Waste project.  

All in all the meeting was a success and we hope to  see more zero waste groups 
appearing in Europe in the near future.  

If you want to participate in this process please g et in touch with me, if you just 
want to follow the development of the network just visit the 
website www.zerowasteeurope.eu  regularly.  

Best,  

Joan Marc  

 


