
Dear Rick,  
 
In an incredible turnaround the newly elected mayor of Naples announced this 
afternoon that the city is embarking on a zero waste strategy and joining the zero 
waste alliance. In doing so the Mayor has exhibited enormous courage: he is taking 
on the central government, the regional government and the mafia - all of which want 
incineration. 
 
So from being an emblem of the worst waste management city in Italy, and probably 
Europe, Naples is set to become a world leader for a sustainable waste management 
program. 
 
Rossano Ercoloni wanted you Rick to be the first to hear this news outside Naples 
because it was your insight in organizing a zero waste international alliance 
conference in Naples a couple of years ago that may have helped to get this ball 
rolling. The vice-mayor was a key organizer for Zero waste in this area and almost 
certainly attended that conference. 
 
Please share this exciting news with ZWIA, GAIA and any one else you can think of. 
This is also wonderful news for the big international meeting on Zero Waste to be 
held in Capannori this coming weekend. All the mayors of the over 50 Italian 
communities that have now declared zero waste have been invited to attend. 
 
Paul Connett  
 
PS This was an incredibly exciting moment for me. For over 14 years I have been 
coming to Naples and spoken here at least 10 times but before today I have never 
been heard by the politicians. I have always been shouting outside the castle gates. 
Today I was welcomed inside the castle and was able to give my zero waste 
presentation in front of the Mayor, Vice-Mayor, the head of the environmental 
committee, dozens of media people along with other governmental officials and 
many citizens. A very exciting moment indeed.  
 


